Throwing away paper is careless waste of a valuable resource.

· Every year, each Kansan produces an average of more than 3/4 of a ton of trash and over 1/3 of this is paper. 

· The average office worker uses more than 10,0000 sheets of copy paper each year.  

· Recycled paper produces fewer water and air pollutants. The manufacture of recycled paper produces less dioxin, which is a known carcinogen, than the manufacture of virgin content paper.

· Recycling office waste paper saves valuable landfill space - 3 cubic yards for every ton of paper recycled - and extends the lives of our landfills.

· The production of a ton of paper requires 17 trees, 7,000 gallons of water and more energy per ton than glass or steel.
· Every day American businesses generate enough paper to circle the Earth 20 times.
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In addition, every year each American household receives an average of 1.5 tree's growth of bulk mail advertising — commonly known as "junk mail."
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As the demand for paper increases, more timber is needed to meet the demand for wood pulp, resulting in the loss of wildlife habitats as managed plantations replace old forests.














What can you do to reduce the amount of paper being wasted?


Use electronic mail 


Make double-sided copies


Use the back of sheets of paper as well as the front - look to see if that piece of paper you put in the bin could be used as scrap paper.


Reuse envelopes – use sticky labels to cover the old address and re-seal the envelope. 


Contact Direct Marketing Association’s Mail Preference Service, � HYPERLINK "http://www.dmaconsumers.org/consumerassistance.html" �www.dmaconsumers.org/consumerassistance.html�; or JunkBusters, � HYPERLINK "http://www.junkbusters.com" �www.junkbusters.com�. to avoid receiving unsolicited mail.


Buy recycled paper products wherever possible. 


Place information on announcement boards, circulate memos, and use e-mail rather than making multiple copies. 


Share reports and periodicals instead of duplicating or purchasing multiple copies. 


Update distribution/mailing lists periodically and remove those who no longer need the information. 


Remove your name from unwanted mailing lists.








The state receives $75 for every ton on paper that is recycled.








